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The Great Lakes Regional 
Collaboration

In May, 2004 President Bush issued Executive Order 13340 

which recognized the Great Lakes as a “national treasure”

and directed the U.S. EPA Administrator to convene a 

“regional collaboration of national significance for the Great 

Lakes” to develop, by consensus, the national restoration 

and protection action plan for the Great Lakes.
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Schedule
• December 2004 Collaboration kick-off

• January 2005 Strategy Teams begin work

• July 2005 Draft Strategy released to public

• July/August 2005 Six public meetings

• September 9, 2005 Public comment period ends

• December 12, 2005 Final Action Plan released
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Collaboration Wisconsin
Public Meetings Listening Sessions

• July 28 - Gary, IN
• August 1- Grand Rapids, MI
• August 4 - Superior, WI • August 8 – Ashland
• August 18 - Detroit, MI • August 18 – Duluth
• August 23 - Cleveland, OH • August 22 – West Allis
• August 30 - Buffalo, NY • August 29 - Ashwaubenon
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How the Strategy Teams Worked
• Approximately 1,500 individuals participated:

• Local, state, and federal governments
• Tribal Nations
• Academic institutions, non-profit organizations
• Business, agriculture and environmental     
organizations

• Each team drafted a five-page chapter.
• Each chapter identified four to five priority 

recommendations.
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Issue Area Strategy Teams

- Aquatic Invasive Species - Nonpoint Source
- Habitat/Species - Toxic Pollutants
- Coastal Health - Indicators & Information
- Areas of Concern - Sustainable Development

• Great Lakes Governors’ Priorities used as a 
starting point

• Eight Strategy Teams Include:
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Aquatic Invasive Species

• Pass comprehensive federal AIS legislation;
• Prevent AIS introductions through ballast water;
• Stop invasions via canals and waterways;
• Restrict trade in live organisms;

• Establish rapid response
and management; and

• Education and outreach.
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Habitat/Species

• Restore native fish communities in open waters and
near shore habitats;

• Restore wetlands;
• Restore habitats in Great Lakes’

tributaries; and
• Restore coastal shore and

upland habitats.
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Coastal Health
• Improve wet weather controls;
• Identify and control indirect sources;
• Implement a “risk-based approach” for 

recreational water;
• Protect  drinking water;
• Improve drinking water

infrastructure.
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Areas of Concern /Sediments
• Streamline Great Lakes Legacy Act and increase 

funding;
• Improve federal/state/local capacity to manage AOC

program;

• Create AOC coordinating committee
to speed cleanups; and

• Promote clean treatment and
disposal technologies, beneficial use
of sediments and disposal options.
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Nonpoint Source
• Restore wetlands;

• Restore buffer strips;

• Improve soil management;

• Implement nutrient/manure management 
plans for livestock; and

• Improve hydrology in watersheds.
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Toxic Pollutants
• Virtually eliminate discharge of mercury, PCBs, 

dioxins, pesticides and other toxic substances to the 
Great Lakes;

• Prevent introduction of new toxic
substances;

• Improve research, surveillance and 
forecasting capability;

• Improve fish consumption advisories; and
• Enlist the public to reduce toxic substances.
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Indicators and Information
• Coordinate monitoring, information management, indicators,     

research, communications;
• Support key components of the Global

Earth Observation System;
• Double funding level for Great Lakes

research over five years;
• Establish regional information management

infrastructure; and
• Create communications workgroup to 

manage scientific and technical information.
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Sustainable Development
• Adapt and maintain programs that 

promote sustainability across all 
sectors;

• Align governance to enhance 
sustainable planning and 
management of resources; and

• Market the Great Lakes as an 
exceptional and competitive place to 
live, work, invest, and play.
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Public Comment
1. Submit written comments at one of the public meetings. 

Note: Oral comments will not be part of the official process.

2. Submit comments via the website www.glrc.us.

3. Send comments via US mail to:
COMMENTS Great Lakes Regional Collaboration

c/o U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Great Lakes National Program Office
77 W. Jackson Boulevard (G-17J)
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3511 
(Must be postmarked by September 9, 2005.)

http://www.glrc.us/
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As We Move Forward
• Comments that help set priorities will be most helpful.
• Strategy teams will meet in October to review and 

incorporate comments.
• The draft strategy has not been endorsed, and does not 

assume new resources from any member of the 
Collaboration.

• Final Strategy will acknowledge the funding climate in which 
implementation is likely to occur.

• What is needed now is the will to act and the leadership to 
proceed if we are to realize our vision and reach our goals.
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Thank You For Your Participation
• The Draft Strategy is available at: www.glrc.us.
• Related URLs: www.glc.org and 

http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/collaboration/.
• Please contact Nancy Guiden at U.S. EPA at (312) 

353-5006 for additional information on the GLRC 
and the Draft Strategy.

• Final GLRC Action Plan will be released on 
December 12, 2005 in Chicago.
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